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Conditions this morning 

Moisture plume 
associated with AR 

drifts SE 

WV 
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Trailing baroclinic zone; 
developing system over 

subtropics 

Mainly dry conditions 
beneath ridge over 

CA 

Ridge in place, 
subsidence, clear 

conditions 

System impacting BC 

IWV 



Conditions this morning 
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Very weak flow at low-
levels beneath ridge 



00Z 5 Mar  12Z 5 Mar 00Z 6 Mar 

MSLP, thickness & precip  

IWV 

Short-range synoptic-scale outlook: 00Z 5 Mar – 00Z 6 Mar 

System impacting BC 
drapes cold front off NW 

coast 
Weak system forms along 

trailing front, moves 
toward CA coast System remains a weak 

frontal wave, brings 
modest surge of warm 
advection and moisture 

flux to N CA 



12Z 6 Mar  00Z 7 Mar 12Z 7 Mar 

MSLP, thickness & precip  

Short-range synoptic-scale outlook: 12Z 6 Mar – 00Z 8 Mar 

IWV 

00Z 8 Mar 

System is wimpy, 
brings light precip to 

northern and central CA  
 

Another shortwave 
forms in NW flow, digs 

into N CA, brings strong 
cold frontal passage 

 

Post-frontal precip 
persists during Monday 

 

High pressure builds in, 
conditions dry out 

 

Lack of strong 
frontogenesis leads to 

weakening AR 
conditions  

 



Short-term low-level wind outlook from NAM 

750 hPa (~2.5 km) winds & 3-h precip 

900 hPa (~1 km) winds 

00Z 6 Mar 12Z 6 Mar  00Z 7 Mar  12Z 7 Mar  

Surge of warm advection assoc. w/ 
strong SW winds in warm sector.  
Orographic enhancement along 

northern coast 

Disturbance moves through Sunday 
morn, SW flow favors orographics 
along northern Sierra.  Widespread 
light precip extends from Bay Area 

across Sac Valley 

Weak cold front passes midday on 
Sunday, orographics continue along 

northern Sierra 

Strong WNW flow associated with 
another shortwave favors 

continueing orograhpics along 
Sierra and northern coast during 

Sunday 



Thereafter… 



12Z 9 Mar  00Z 11 Mar 00Z 12 Mar 

MSLP, thickness & precip  

500-hPa Z & vort 

12Z Deterministic GFS 



00Z Deterministic EC 


